FRENCH   POLITICAL  THOUGHT
This belief in justice, bound up as it was with his conception
of the individual moral will, led him to his conception of the
social problem as ultimately a moral problem, and of the con-
nection of the whole to a coherent philosophy of the universe
—which, as Michel remarks, gives him a very high place
among thinkers. He saw that everything holds together—for
instance, that you cannot expect, like Fourier, to make man
at the same time the slave of his passions and the master of
his economic conditions: an economic paradise demands self-
control all along the line.
It was this rooted belief in justice as the law of life, to be
expressed in terms of moral autonomy, that made him first
insist on development as being not the application of some
Utopian system but the conscious participation in the historical
evolution of society, and then face the essential difficulty of
all Socialist organization : what is to happen to the individual
caught in a system of oppressive solidarity?1—the answer
being, anticipating the dictum of Vandervelde, that " the future
will belong to that class that will know how to create its own
institutions."He was perhaps the first to realize that Socialism
would never come about by the mere control by the proletariat
of a machine really created for the purpose of a capitalist
society,
Proudhon's main contribution was perhaps that of his own
personality. "He-was a real man, whereas Marx was only a
mind ; he was entirely sane and healthy, whereas Nietzsche was
partly decadent and diseased." 2 Even Veuillot, who naturally
detested his views, called him "a far from contemptible enemy
who went straight to the final goal without getting corrupted
by the temptation of power, sincere and courageous." 3
His terrific courage, both moral and physical, remain indeed
one of his most marked features. "We mustn't run away," he
wrote just after the Coup d'Etat^ " it is here, under the sword
of Bonaparte, the big stick of the Jesuits and the spy-glass of
the police, that we have to work for the liberation of the human
1	Daniel HaleVy, LeMouvement ouvrier en France, p. 279.
2	Berth, quoted by Droz, of. ctt.9 p. 91.
3	Mtlanges, i., p. iv.
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